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San Francisco to Host Society for Acupuncture
Research Symposium

Helene M. Langevin, MD, LAc; Lixing Lao, PhD, LAc

The 11th annual meeting of the Society for Acupuncture Research (SAR) will be held this October 1-3
at the Radisson Miyako Hotel in San Francisco, California. SAR is the foremost acupuncture research
organization in the country, and is dedicated to improving the quality and awareness of research in
acupuncture, herbal therapy and other modalities of Oriental medicine. Top researchers in these
disciplines from the U.S., as well as Europe and Asia, will present the latest developments in basic
research and clinical trials.

The symposium is co-sponsored by the Institute for Health and Aging, the University of California at
San Francisco, and the Quan Yin Healing Arts Center. Highlights of the conference will be keynote
lectures by Donald I. Abrams, MD, chief of hematology at San Francisco General Hospital ("West
Meets East: Issues in Researching TCM and CAM Interventions") and Suzanne Dibble, DNSc, RN,
adjunct professor at the Institute for Health & Aging and Physiological Nursing ("Research Challenges
of Acupressure and Acupuncture Trials"). In addition, a pre-symposium workshop, " How to Critique
Clinical Trials of Acupuncture," will be held October 1 by Hugh MacPherson, PhD, LAc, and Richard
Hammerschlag, PhD, sponsored by SAR and CAER, the research arm of the Tri-State College of
Acupuncture. The symposium will also feature panel discussions on herbal research, community-based
research and school-based research, poster presentations, a complimentary luncheon, and an evening
reception at the Quan Yin Healing Arts Center.

The SAR symposium provides a unique opportunity for acupuncture researchers, practitioners and
educators to meet, exchange information and establish collaborative networks for future projects. For
more information and to register for the conference, please go to the SAR's Web site
(www.acupunctureresearch.org).

Although joining SAR is not required to attend the conference, anyone interested in research in
acupuncture and Oriental medicine is invited to visit our Web site for information on the benefits of
and procedure for joining the society. Special student rates are offered for the conference registration
fee and for joining SAR. Educational and commercial institutions with an interest in acupuncture are
also invited to become institutional affiliates, the benefits of which are detailed on the SAR Web site.
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